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This is t report in this case, westigation 

being preo ^ upon a considerable volur.^ of correspondence 
from the Bu_ eau, which it is not deemed essential to reference 
in detail* 


This report is being submitted in ordet* to make available 
for immediate perusal the statements of persons interviewed 
during the course of this investigation. However, for the sake 
of coherence, certain investigative steps which have resulted 
in the obtaining of incomplete information will not be reported 
until the information can be forth in complete form* No 
attempt is being made in this report to summarize the results 
of the investigation which hi 6 thus far been conducted* 


It is noted fcjiat a memorandum for the Attorney General 
dated July 24, 1943 contains a statement that it will be essen- 
tial to have interviews with a great number of the individual 
miners who worked aVfline rl P' during the course of the 
alleged conspiracy. In order to inaugurate this phase of 
the investigation, contact was had with JJHN 
Springfield, Illinois, who is presently an official of the 
Progressive Mine Workers of America. 


SCHNEIDER made available the dues collection books of 
Local #54, P14A and he also made avaj^ble^ap, origiiial^ojpy of 
t^^ t .. J^oet^ion dated Hay 26, 193 ^ 

- JliissBHI From these documents a~list~ of approximately 
/ 6 z PKA miners was obtained - which list, it appears - includes 
'’all of the PMA miners working at Mine T, B" who would be con- 
nected with this investigation* 


/J. 

r ■/ 


Investigation as to date has revealed that the follow- 
ing men named in this list are dead:' H . —7 


TARTINjIIS, TONY 
"MCDONALD, harry 
'HU TAUT, PETER 


r \ BOOKER, TONY 
"CASPER, LOUIS 
- DARMCfci , GALE 
• DRAUGELIS, GEORGE 
. GALOB, FRANK 
GA7HARD, JOHN 
_GRIDEp, CHAS. 
i-HARI/ DONA ID 


ORANT, JAMES 
- OZELIS, JOHN 
02ELIS, PETER, Jr. 
POTTER, THOMAS 

-■Reeves, Edward 


SEABECK, FRANK 
“ SMITH, AUGUST * 

- sMiz^- ^iaats — 

- TROOP, CHAS. ~ 

- VfELCAUKlS, PAUL 

- WILLIAIE, HARVEY 
ZABLOSKY, JOE 


Investigation to date has revealed that the following 
Pitt miners on this list are no longer in or near Springfield, 


Po 




*> 
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Illinois, &nd aooordingly, no attempt will be made to interview then 
unless subsequent developments indioate that this may be Imperative in 
iniividual oasesi 


’"'"FaFOZLIa, OTTO 
' PIFEEj JOE 


*L 3 ERT, MIKE 
BUMGuHNER, 

HRYaNT, V6J, 

CRIFaSI. STEPHEN 
BaVIPSON, ERNEST 
Dl’.'BaRTHOLCKEB, DOUHIC 
DRaGOULIS, VINCENT 

There are set 
HAa miners* 


r CaIMaN, aDJLPH 
■ G3KT, aKTvME VICK 
' GftT'HiiRD, JESSE 
*: GRaBaM, PETER, JR. 
GSJAZaRDO, JOE 


QREZ®ICH, FTaNK 
‘ KaNG®, aNDRS 17 

* KELL®, JOE 
’ LcJ/LEH, MIES 
' MGkSLOCK, iwIDRSY, JR. 

■ PC* /ELL* ELMER 

* TUCKER, JOHH'_ 

A ZIONS, MIKST" 


forth below the statements obtained' from 154 


In order that the Bureau may be advised of the soope of the 
matters discussed with these miners, there is set forth bo law an outline 
of interrogation which was used in conducting these interviews i 


Name • 


address (residenao and business). 

Date and plaoe of birth. 

Citisenship. 

Date, plaoe r and oircunstanoes minor first joined any mine union. 

Offices held in any union. 

Relations between UJ®! and ELSHOFF at Mine M 3 ‘ w prior to Septembor, 1932 . 

Attitude of this miner toward formation of Rf 7 looal at Mine "B H , in- 
oluding the part he played, eto. 

Relations botwoen ELSHOFF and Local 54, 327, between September 1932, 
and.j^pril, 1937. 

, ‘ i 

a « Strikes, 

b* Close-downs by management* 

o« ikttompts by EI 5 H 0 FP or Pj^LCSTTI to discredit Rflf 
leadership by remarks, by u hostile attitude in 
settling grievances, cto* 
d. Expressions of partiality or liking for IM 7 by 
management* 



i 
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*t. ..(bv ^ j- _ .-.- i-;;^ 4- £?- > ':f 
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RX« JOBS L* LSTXS, R d* -- ■ . ' /' % , .., *, - - 

■ ' ^ r • -** ' V:Ajav - 

-‘ • ~ -s *•*■*• * ■ J w / ‘.v ’-> v ' -fi? 

« t Attempt* tgr managenlBit to persuade bob tft r*^un» 4ft 


aw, 


Ti»'i rj ■■ 


Relation* between BUT official* and ft&f membership* 




a • Any sentiment among rank and file that local 
raokat rum 


Sitent of demoor a oy in looal - any measure* «f 
o anpulsi on to keep rank &od file in line* 


Interest in union affMre - tttendunce at meeting*, 
eto> 


d* Attitude of rank and file toward oonviotion* of 
HOT members in bonding oases* 

/ 

e. Financial angle* - speoial assessments, klok-bnok 
to looal HIST ©ffioials, eto • 


Relation* between looal 54 and UiEJ £rca September 1952 to April 1957# 


a# 

b. 


o» 


Did IMT erer »et Up a picket line at the miner 
Did UMrT distribute literature or have organiser* 


at the mine? 

Efforts to oonvert ladiridual miners to return to 
UMT, with particular reference to details of the 
aotivities of the following alleged UMff spies* 


josClbaiiesb 

/JiDRSrSCHHSLSVIOUB 
DCw In ^IQ' tAS vjjui JLE 
PSfTB.'SdRTER 
FRi*HI^ a.USTI|T . 

TCB«V#l<O^C® 


J OHIKjC OTT 08 fi Sttitlh* 

jckjT^sirtout 

ITS rwr-i. /^rr^£-^r. r\ :. T v 

U&Utf VlIJ\ iAWVr I&JlA 

CHUtLaS\BOHuM((» 


Relations between management and IM7 offioiale, including sooial oontaot*, 
eto*, between September 1932 and April, 1937# 


The wage soale controversy in the Spring of 193T • 

a* lihot report did HOT offioials give rank and file 
on temporary agreement with ELSHOFF? . 
b* Has there any feeling that ROT would bo unable to 
get as good a scale as THiHT 
0 * Vlas there any o>_rsaotion at mine on pay days in 
april? Any temporary slow-downs or stoppages? 
d* YThat were the aotions of tho alleged spies during 
this period? , * 


> 
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RE* JOBS L. LEWIS, ET -*L. 





«• What was the attitude of the management on the 
wage question? 

f* What actions did M offiel&l* take to on la down 
the wage issue? 


a* Was this a regular meeting? If not, how -worm 
members notified? 

iuiy indioQtioa ^hat coXy a select few were notified! 


b. Tfhnt was the evidence presented against the five- 
alleged spies. who were expelled? 


a. IThat argiments and dismissions were there at the 
nine about wages? How and when did the non find 
out they wore not going to get an increase that 

day? 

b* Did rank and file know about the expulsion, of the 
five spies? 

How wore they told? TYhat was the general roaetion? 

o* Why vero coal curs being loaded short? Was there 
a growing sentiment to strike during the day? 

If so, why did they intend to strike? That it?, 
was it because of wages or because of the five . 
excelled spies? 


a. Did this miner sign it? 

b» What explanation of this petition did official# 
give? 

o# Were any throats, expressed or implied, made in 
oonneotion with obtaining signatures to this 
petition? 

da Hot# were the signaturos obtained? That is, house- 
to-house, union meeting, etc* 


FtfY meeting on night of May 11, 1957a 


What did these men say in their own defense? 


The morning of May 12, 1937* 


IW petition of May 26, 1937a 


UiCT petition in Summer of 1957, date not known* 
(See a,, b., c* and d. above) 




EE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ST aL, 


Unknown petition in Stumer of 1937, date not Jeaawn* * 

a* Did this miner sign itt 

b. Who circulated it or sponsored itt 

Oi Was it really a 'Vildoat* petiticnat Ttet is, 

was there a eenttsaent among most of the men to go 
back to work regardless of whioh union the ocnpajgr 
dealt with? 

d* Who reported it to octapany officials? 
e* Date petition was presented* 

Formation of new UMN local 7469 July 29, 1937* 

a* Was this miner approached concerning joining this 
local? 

b* Wore there any threats or violence used to obtain 
members for this local? 

General information concerning the Sxanmer of 1937 - union meetings, 
“wildcat* meetings, statements by officials of both unions, threats, 
violence, statements by management, eto* 

attempted opening of mine on September 27, 19S7 # 

a* Bow did management give notice mine would be open? 
bt Had fW>7 decided in advance the attitude they would 
take if the mine opened uador the Di67 oon tract? 
o# When did picKeting start? 
d* Did this miner participate in picketing? 

^ e* Did Bfi7 import outsiders for picketing? 

f« Were any threats or violence used by IM7 leader^ 
ship away froci the mine premises to keep the rank 
and file in lino? 

g* General information concerning Incidents during 
the sit-down strikes* 

Issuance of injunction in Federal Distriot Court on Deoonbor 9, 1937* 
a* Attitudo of rank and file ininure to injunction* 
Attempted opening of mino on December 13, 1937* 
a * How notice given? 

b, Why did only twelve men show up for work? 


RZi JOHN L. LETIS, IT AL* 




NLRB election on December 15, 1957* 

a* Coop let# discussion of oirourtf t^noea of election* 
inoludijyg mechanics of • looting tad events l«<u! 1 nj 
up to it# * Bato HOT contention thfct the aleotion 
was a fraud # being d amine. tod by strong^m t&ctioi 
of Wff* 

Attempted reopening of nine on January 4, 19501 

a* How was notice given? 

b* Why did only a few men show up for work? 

General discussion of incidents between January 24, 1938 and November 

6, 1939, while mine was closed# 

Opening of mine November 6 f 1959* 

a# What did rank and file understand about wage 
scale, eta.? 

b* Y/hat was attitude of rank and file toward 
Liability of flfi? to get a oontr^ot? 

Period from November 6, 1939 to February 21, 1941, whon election was 

held* 

a. All threats, violence, etc#, ty either side to 
force union membership* 

b# All efforts both sides to secure new nanbers 
by persuasion* 

o* All statements by management concerning uni ait 
preference* 

d* All acts of favoritism shown by nine management# 

e* Did this miner sign membership cards for either 
or both of the unions in the Suumor of 1940? It 
la noted both unions submitted a jy saber of ca^rds 
oxucoding a majority of workorB to NIitB investi-* 
gator who was investigating the claims for rophe~ 
sentaticn# 

NLRB election on February 21, 1941* 

a* See election of December 16, 1937, above, for 
suggestions* 





Illinois, was jointly lAterviewed at his resi- 



cienee on August 28, 19^3 by Special Agents MH^^B||&nd 
4HHB He appeared reluctant to answer some ofuhe^^e^^^is propoxnc 
^T^nim »foich he should have had knowledge concerning* This was possibly 
due to the fact that he is presently employed at Kins *B f \*ider the 
UW. He also claims to be friendly with OSCAR RVLCETTI. He is alert and 
presents a good knowledge of mine operations. . He executed tho following 
signed statement* 


■Springfield, Illinois 
August 28, 1943 

know to be of of 

Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice. 


iFm 





presently reside or j 
Inois. I was born on 

I joined tho United Mine 7/orkergT 
to hereinafter as the UHf, in 

( d working at that timo 
I moved to 

worked as a member of Util 

unti^ BfelS^ 'IB when I 
started woikih^at ianc B near iSprin|fiela^n.l inois . 

I am presently working at Mine B. 


Illinois in 
mine nc-irf : 



°I never held an office in the U!J7 union, but I was 


President of a lonely 
which was under a piti co? 
about six months inS* 
hereinafter a3 Pltu ' 


iHine near g- 

^rSct. I held li oiirce 
This in ion vdll be referred to 


■I worked in Mine B from about about 

Kay 12, 1937 ’when it shut down due to strOeT I did 
not go back to work at LSLnc B, but got a job at Mine A 
about October 18, 1937 as a PI*; miner and worked there until 
about September of 1940. About September, 1940, I went to 
work in i’tno B a3 a member of tho ULIT. I have worked there 
continuously until tho present, and aa still working there 
as a member of the Ulflf. 





> 

y 



Re 1 Jom L, LEWIS, ET LL, 



IHTSBV3 




"ELihoff, prior to 1932 got along re ty 
woll with tho C!f». 


"In 1932 1 was not in Savor of the wage scale being lowered, 
and I voluvtarily joined the PH*. *and I feel that the rest of the miners 
at 25nc B felt the same way. I Jid not take any active part in this 
f o rmation . 



* ■ . 


v. 


"Everything was alrigh t between Elshoff and Pit. between 
September, 1932 and ^pril, 1937 to my knowledge and I was well satis- 
fied with the management of the PM \ and the rest of the miners were satis- 
fied with the PHI leadership to By knowledge. 


"I heard that Dominic Pasqualo, Charles ^Bohannon and about , • 

ton other miners who wore' hoI<Si g Tri&.'as woitI*as UJf.7 cards and were 
organizing at }iLnc B on behalf cf the ]fj» ! and that was why thoy were ex- 
pelled from FiL'i, but no ic of tht 1 ever approached I do not know 

v+iich union the operator of line B was in favor of as I never heard 
any of then make any statements iboyt it. I left the mine whon the shut 
down started as previously roentl >ned, and did not have any first hand in- 
formation on the natter. **, 


"Between Bay, 1937 and October 1937 I hclpod for about one 
month with the PU* picket line at I fine B. Ibis picketing was to keep 
Ulii from taking our jobs. The vet?, as a result of the HLR3 electing 
on December 15, 1937 showed U15T had only twenty-five neribers at that time. 


"I heard that Charles B hannon and the other eleven nen that 
were later expelled from the KU *or organizing for the U147 received 
noncy fer organizing, but I never have been contacted by then and have 
no knowledge of the payment by 03S7 £0 then. 

"I don’t know why Elshoff did not sign a contract with PI& 
i'hon that vnion had a raajority of tho enployoos at Itine B* t 


"I have carefully road and fully understand the one and a half 
pages of this statement and it contains the truth to the best of ny 
knowledge* 

/S/ 


"Vitncseodj 

■>o6cl aX *!!t#^R^T. B . Ti 

/s/ 

^pociaF^ant, F. P.1,* 



■!°? c 

biC 


Be i JOHN L, LSwIS, BT AL 


a* 




mi 

Illinois, 

registered at Selective SsrvieT ooara f«, lprthg- 
s witness can speak English well and Could testify that 


ha was satisfied with HIu cm May 12, 1937, and did not wish to” !>•« 


* at 3 r»- 


ber of IK 



advised he did sot have a criaisal record. 


furnished the following Voluntary signed statesOt&l 


“Springfield; 111. v 

August 25, 1943 

___ ' fiftl - 

aajce the following voluntary statement 

who I know to bo Special Agents of the Federal BureauownTo (tl« 
Jfo force, threats or promises have been made in obtaining thi* 



!■ 


gation. 

statement and I know thert what I may say may be used as evidence in a court 
of law* 

_was born in 

[and I am a citizen ox tike tJ. 8* whion citizenship 1 octainet 

through my father, who was naturalized in Springfield, 111. in about 1915, 




*1 am now employed &b^ 


laborer. 


^t^hrnwrrrti -M 


111., as a 


*1 became a member of the Ul£* ic JjJBwhon J was first employed %n 
a mine as a miner. I droped my membership inn^Bwhen I stopped mining. 


*1 startod mining again in 
of which union I was a member for^T 
slifp in FKA when I stopped minning . 


and became a member of F.k.A, in 
or 4 weeks* I dropped my member- 



*In the first part of was employed by the 

11., for which mine I worked for 5 or 4 months, 2uTing : 'wl 
s e. member of FUL* 

*In the eraraor of li||£B I was employed by Kine B, Springfield, 111* 
end became a member of PtA where I was employed as a »iner until Uay 193T 
when the mine was closed, 

*In tha fall of 1937 I was employed tt thi^^anther Creek Wfte $6, 
Springfield, 111., until Spring 1943, During my employment at the IV_ihh*r 


f*.re©V Aizw 


I WiM* fiL ircv^or of FVA. 



o 



■.i, . l ^ ■ ■ * 

'* : ■”'**'* h V- 
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Be: JOES L. LE.IS, ET AL 


^ 76 - 1 
byt> ‘ 


INTERVIEW *T 
I (, contfnuo'dTl 


’'I was a sect. in a Wildcat* * Union at 
Co al kin o, Springfield, 111* for about on 

at which time the mine was closed far 
al reas oca. , 



"So far as I know the relationship between i j*. Elshoff at Mine "B* 
with PMA was good between the summej of 1936 and May 1937* I do not know 
anything about the relationship betr/een Mr* Elshoff at Mine "B* and U.M.n* 
prior to 1932. 

"Up until May 12, 1937 there was no trouble at Mine "B* and there 
were no strikes. 

"So far as I know there wire good relations between SLSHOFF and 
FALCETTI cf Kin© *£* and B!A during the time I was employed there, neither of 
whom tver mentioned union matters to me. 


“So far as I know tho marchers of FKA liked the union and wore mom* 

b*rs of PMA because tlioy liked the union and thought PiLA could do more for 

them than any other union* 

*1 was never interested in Pinion affairs, and attended only a faw 
meeting of the union each year. 

"The members of PMA thou^t tho mambors of H1A convicted for bomb- 
ing should not have been convicted as they did not get a fair trial, 1 cannot 

furnish any details concerning thu attitude of the members of P KA concerning 

the conviction of FMA members in ^ombiag cases as I was not interested* 

"I cannot furnish any it fomation concerning the financial oper- 
ations of PKA^ there were very few special assessments during the time 1 
was a member of FFA. * 


"During the time I was employed at Mine "g* U.M.*. never attempted 
to organize the employees of Mine "B* in any way, No one ever attempted to 
get me to bacon© a member of U.M.Uu when I was employed at Mine I 

never saw any employees at Mine n B* attempting to get any other employee* 
of Mine "B" to become a member of UH5i* 

"I never siv any officials of UC7 with the management of ff BV 

"I know thoro ms an attempt by union officials of BiA to obtain 
higher wages for the employees of FMA hut there was ^avor any trouble at the 
mine in April or iiay 1937 concerning an increase in the wage scale. None cf 
the man alleged by PMA to be spies for CMA, the names of whom I do not I cnoi~+ 
* V<j r said anything to me about an increase in the vago *cale. Po fett* as I 



Roi JOBS L. LEjI 8, ET A L 


n”2RVIE7W 



know esplo reoM of HtA. were on the same wage seal# * 
as the employee* of TJUn in nine* other than Vine 
"B*. Heither the management of Mine *8* or union 


6 1 I 


xlfl-A V* 


issue in April or Kay 1937. 


rl a »rf Vi { vs * 

OJ-ilJ V**J 


4- « 


"I did not know of a meeting of HT* on May 11, 1937. 


"On the morning of May 12, 1937 I did not hear any discussion on 
the wage issue nor did I know of anyone who knew five alleged spies of 
had been expelled from FVA. I did not sec or hear of any coal cars Wing 
loaded short on the morning of hay 12, 1937. I did not know there was any 

trouble at Vine "B" or. Mav 12. 1 9S7 unt.l 1 T wn r tnlH hv ™v hnm +.o nt.nn wnrlr. 

--- — ■ — --- - <f ~-r • - J “V — r 

lag. I did not "know why the work was stopped on that day hor did the men I 
talked to. 


*1 cannot rerib or a petition of rtfw of May 26, 1937 but I may hare 
signed a R*A petition of kay 26, 1937 and cannot remember. signing it. 

*1 am not able to furnish any information concerning Mine *B* sub- 
sequent to Kay 12, 1937 as I was not interested in the mine and newer re- 
turned to Vine *B* to try to get work, 

*1 do not know of a U.K.7J. petition in the Summer of 1937 jior do 
I know of the formation of new UlT# local 7469 July 29, 1937. 

"I received one or tvrs notices that Kins *B" was to have been opened 
subsequent to May 12, 1937, but did not attempt to get employment at Mine 
"b* as I was employed at Panther Creek Itine and I was not interested* 

"On Kay 12 ; 1937 I was a member of PKA and satisfied with the union. 
I was cot interested in becoming a member of any othor union. 


"I have read the pro ceeding four pages which aro Correct an trua 
to the best of my knowledge. • ~~ 


witnessed* - 



-Mi 



flue ~ ial Agont, FBI* 
si r.’’ 4-;enty FBI* 


i>7C_ 

J»7D 


ftr 


0 



} 


Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AI, 


7 c— 



presents a good appearar;e, is intelligent and willing to testify. Ihe 
signed statement furnished by hit, is set forth as follows: 


to hereinafter as the U. II. 71 . , in HjH while I was employed at Mine B 
Springfield, Illinois. I worked, vnoe^the U. U. V. at Mine 5. until 
1922, at which tine I was desin us o~ changing to the Frp£rgpsixe„j&ge ]fc 
work era of America, referred to hereinafter as P. M. W. I continued to 
work under the* Ih~Ii. W. until ar.d Including September 27, 1937. 


the miners in Mine 3. wanted to join the P. IX. W. , and because I felt ' 
ohat I would receive no benefit fur working under a union which was con- 
trolled by John L. Lewis. 

•’The miners wire assested 15 per cent of our salaries the first 
year we worked under the P. II. and though I felt that this was a 
large cum of money to be taken cut of qy salary by a union, still I felt 
that the P, K. W. made such an t s iessment to build up their organization. 
This was all right with me. I hald no office either with the U. IX. W, or 
the P. ?!. W. I have not been interested in .jnion affairs. After the first 
year under the P, M. V. , union d'«s vrere cheaper thereafter than under the 


‘’Conditions and relations were vary good between local 54 of the 
P. H. W, and the U- li. W. from September, 1932 to April 1937. 

"Lfr last d.y .t liine B. was on September 27, 1937. I received 
notice that the rain*; war going to to-open on September 27, 1937, because 
I saw a notice to this effect in the newspapers, and because the whistles 
at the nine blew. Therefore, I went to the mine on this morning to report 
to work at seven o’clock, oiled .^y naohinory'and just before eight o'clock 
on this date I approached the top boss at the mine in c 'large of all employees 



"I first joined the tin- .tcfiWine Workers of America, referred 


"I left the U. K. W, ir. 1932, because I felt that the najority of 


U. M. W. 
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Re: JOHN L. LhJIB, ET AL 



above groiind and whoso nano I do not recall. I 
asked hie how I would work, and he replied that I 
would vork under the U. Jt. W. At that time, I 


r>ilr>ri maftVvi nr-rv +.Via dm no . 




retail unit. This -,.us njy job. 
the premises of the l&ne 3. 


Directly after this conversation I left 


I felt that the vast majority of the miners at this mine were 
members of the P. If. W. and I did not want to work under these conditions. 



Special Agent, F. B. I. 


9 _D 




RE, JOHN L. LffQS, ET AL 


yto. 



was interviewed *t his residence on 

Illinoi s, on th e of 

y Special Agents 




i 


\ 


\\ yj 

.V 



las been ^^tnejjj^^^nines sine e^ie^St ape 
employed at ffi9^|HHmine nan r Illinois, 
sidered by intervi^Sng Agents o^^rocr witness due 
apparent lack of mental capacity. 



|H* 

He is presently 
Le not cot>- 
LsTJpearance atg 


V 

\ 


Upon interview 


xecuted the following si#ied sta tenant! 

•Springfield* 111. 

August 2B, 1945 



ie i s make the following statement to 

^nd who have identified themselves 

"al ag^ntscT^^realrs^wireou of Investigation. No pract- 
ises, threats or consideration of any kind has been made to ne for this state- 
ment. 



•I worked at Nine B for Several years before 1952 until Several 
months after the strike atrJSEhe I in 1939. I joined the Pr ogressive Nine * 

Workers of America when they were organised in 1932. I was 'aiways^sStiSflefi £ 
with tfte w?.y that union was being run. I never wanted to change- to the United. 

Nine Workers. I am still a macaber of the Progressives and am satisfied with £ 

than. The Progressives never asked me to do anything that I did not want to f 

do. I was satisfied with them in every way. ’ 

"I was working at Nine B at the .tine of the strike. I do not re* * 

member whether I was working on the day of the strike or not. I do not know f-' 

wbe-.t the strike was about* I do not remember. I was not at the mine on the (- 
day in September whan the men went back to the mine. I did go out there and jr 
stay a part of the tine after the nen started staying on the company property.* 

I voted in the election held a few dr.ys after the election. No one'bothsred 

me or told me how tc vets. It was a fair election as far as I know, and I -* 

voted exactly as I wanted to votejf 


*1 do not recall but one tine that they tried to open the nine. I 
was working on ‘oFA part of the time, ’^'hen the mine opened there had been 
some cave ins and falls. I did not see any evidence of any fire. Part cf 
the nine where I had been working did cav« in, and I never got my tools out 
of there at all. I rensaberSf" He was supposed to be an air nan 

Z do no^, think that they e ve^ha'<f i fnair *eck nan before the strike. On* 
day JtN;HALE asked me to join the United Nine Workers.. He told me that all 
the men would be doing it and I might Just as well, 1 signed the pfcpcr* 


15 





but I quit the mine e few da ye later* I quit because I 

1 r! rtfit H t/1 Vm ^ vekA < n nn»r fr-nnl Vi* a. P fU* 

— -— - ’«* - W-^ A w >-■“** J >■** S/WA W W f v* V^IO 

men thqt I rode to work with had been~So£Tvftred , their 
clothes cut and torn in the wash house. Some te.fi bean, 
beaten, and so I quit rather than stay there and get in trouble. I didn’t 
want to belong to the United Mine ,l( crker«. So one ever made ne io anything 

y a ^ j — i. i.. j_ * D 

HJO. V A UiU UUt WttliU UU UU * 



n I have read the above e to tenant on this pa^e and one other peig#* 
It is true and accurate •* 



VS m ' 





RSi JOHN L. LPTCS, ET Al. 


INTER VIS’ 



in a oloar ! 


io - ? 



was interviewed 






Lai Aponte | 

re la tod hit stoj 

manner,. and "appears to rooall wall ovonti ; 
around the time of tho strika. It is foit that ho would bo a Batisfaotafj 
witness to testify to thoso matters set out in tho following statement 
whioh he oxcoutodt 

TBpringfiold, Tllinois 
September 1, 1945 



make t ho following 

who hare idonti* 


"I, ...rosj 

voluntary statement to] 

fioa thomsoives as Speoiaj. agents in tho roaorai Buroau or investigutioa* 

So threats or premises havo bocn mado to no to induoo mo to nako this 
statement* 

the U. S. ir.H| 'l bo I first Joined 
tho U.M.V. iq|H and .havo never hold ar^r offioo in any unions 

B I joined in 1952 when all tho rest of tho minors joined* 

as I remember F.a»A, started after U.&'.w. had tried to got us to work for 
lees money. ’To had o veto and the ballots woro stolon and tho c loot! an 
was nc good. Also working eonditions were not too good and tho «|Q|i 
wanted a now union, Aftor PJTwt. startod things soonod bettor at the nines* 
I dc not ronembor what tho 0011*6 fcolings wore when seno nonbors of 
P»M»n* wore oonviotod in the benting oases* 
w 'L --- _ ; *-~‘i 

"TONY PLGTCH. RO tt JW OB j JOhT^^ 

SIKTCOT and sane others who belonged to wore supposed to'to 

w.rkors for U.ri.Tf. 1 hoard that those non woro working for U«M«vT* 
officials but they novor approached no. I know that the so non woro 
kicked out of PJ£»a. because thoy were working for UJ4.V# 

"I renombor that our oontraot with Mine B. whore I hod worked 
ainoo 1526. oxpirod in the spring of 1937 ancTi£ x/ere working under an 
extension* ’.to wore apposed to got paid baok wages in case the now 
oontraot oalled for higher wages, this is v/hat Ki.A.. offioors told us 
that we would got tho now rate frn April 1. letter wo had worked for 
a while SIS HOFF refusod tu sign a contract* 

“I attondod a no of tho P.H.A. nootlhgs and I was at a footing 
when a trial was held and seno of tho non I nentionod before as working 
f .r U.II.V. wore kicked out* As I reponber, wo had a rogular mooting 
and aft&r this, three or four non wero appointed to a kind of trial board*. . 


t 


>' 

a 


- 

*<*» w 






RE* JOHN L. LB7IS, ET jA. 



IKTESVIEf UI TH These nen woro ohnrgod with spying on our organisation 
^■■1 |H and the trial board found then guilty* I was at this 

) nog t ing and rononbor that those non woro kiskad out of 

tho P*H*a# Sene woro oxpollod for a oouplo of yoexs 
and s no for ninoty years* Most of tho nonbors of P*lff*A# know about this 
aoticn, which was juot before tho striko# 

“iit tho tino of the strike I was a diggor at nine B* 

On tho day of the strike seno of tho follows d idn ’t wnn^^o go to work 
with the soles* Hiwsvor, finally wo all wont tc work but sonc of tho 
nen said lets load tho cars short and lots of tho oars wont up without 
a full load* * ' 

"Bcnacna told us to oxi® up out of tho nines that day, about 
two hours earlier than usual, ’.Jhon I oano up I loumod that thoro was c. 
strike* I guess it was booaasa the nine lot those spies work although 
we didn’t hare a o ;ntruot* 

rt j»ftor the strike I signed a petition for P»M*/«.* I signed this 
at tho Onio n fel l * I a lso think I signed another petition at ny house* 

I think ’^^^rought it out* It was to show how rmny nenbers 

P»M<ut* had "TSncT' i it wub for the labor Relation Board# ITo one over 

node no sign, or throatonod no* 

.*V* Ov.uple of tines fellows eano to got no to Join U.H.V. JOHN, 
and oe.no on oo, and onothor fellow oallod JOE or SAM owio 

They askbd ne why I should stay idlo, if I sign wo go back to work# 

They had seno kind of a oard for no tf* sign, told no it was a nenborship 
o&rd. They said if they g.^t enough nonbors tho nine would open up# 

They said if 1 didn’t sign tho nino night never open up* They did not 
threaten no* - 

"During the sunnor of tho strike tho P*M«A* had lets of noctings# 
The of floors told us that ahoy hopod to open tho nine that sitsior# 

"I rononbor that they iriod to open tho nino in the fall of > - 
1937* iiJ I rononbor, thoro was a notioo in tho papor tolling of this* 

On that day 14 or 16 U*!l."7* wont d.Ato in tho nino, but no one elso wont 
d wn B If you wu ntod to go to work that day you had to go in tho offios 
and sign up fer U*M.'7* That is what a nun by the nine told nc# Cur 
P.J£*/v» officers told us not to sign anything* ’Jo of-no back tc te*b 
and hud a netting and the next day about 326 of us wont out and 
started a pioket line, ’to stuyod there until we woro sorvod with on 
injunction# '»o loft, fooling that v/c had the law said $o# 


It — 



H3i JOHN L. LffJIS, *T *J.. 


i INTERVIEW M 1TH "I remember that after this they tried to open 

the mine again# The sumo U.M.V. man showed 
Ip (crotlKed) up and a few new UJ4.17. men, I gueea they ©erne 

fran another part of the State* I was oy.t 
there that day, not on oacpony property but on the highway* Ife wanted 
to see what would happen* 

"vXir Free id ent 7 ^tJZ*JfTC, went and talked to ELSHOFF who told 
02ANIC that only men could work* That is what OLkNIC told us* 

The Sheriff made us leave that day, told us that 15 of 1$ men could 
stay on the picket line but not any more* 

"I voted in tho 'NLRB election in December* A* P»M*A* offieiai 
told us not to go down.-, and veto too many at a tim*, just 15 or 20* He 
told us not to talk to anyono on the street* The election wag nice cad 
quiet and no trouble* 

"I remember that later on they tried to open the mine but no one 
would go to work, they -wanted to open the mine under on open shop* 

The men didn't want to go to work that way* 

"In November, 1959 the mine opened up under on open shop* 

Sctna mine official said that we would have another election* whichever 
one won the cl (notion would win the oontract* I got u lotter telling 
me to oooe to work and that I should bo there in ton days or I wouldn't 
have a job* I went to work whore I had boon before, this sootion wu$ 
all right* I guess that other parts of the mine had been caved in* 

Box 2 and part of Box 3* 

".fter I had been back to worjc I \«s approached to join U.tUW* 
These same fellows, sene of the Spies* 0 ;<r*© t© my house tc get r>e to 
join* They were nioo, but told me that DJiJf. vfcs going to win and that 
I had bettor join. In obout July* 1940 I fiwilly joined U^f.17* They 
asked mo to come to a meeting and I did* I found the hall full of fellows 
and thought that perhaps I bad better join if all the other follows 
? re joining* 

"after tho mine opened Up in November, 1P39* it seemed that 
the only now r.on who wero hired belonged to U.bLM. or ©Iso had to join 
before they oould got a job* had organisers at tho mine. They 

wero supposed to be working but they weren't* I didn't know who tVoy 
were* They wore very friendly and U3ed to go around end talk to all 
the non. 


........ t 

0 

R3t JOHS L. UJ7IS, 3T AL. 


coning fran Hissouri 
port pf the etnte'* 

statement wad do- 


ISi aRVl3Ti ' ilTB "Hen* men oane to work, some 

und sane from the southern 

[oontinued) 

"I hove read the above 
clare it to be true and oorreet* 




"Witnessed* 



Special Agents, F»B»I. 

U* S* Dep’t* of Justice*" 
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Ra: JOHN L. IBrTXS, ET AL 
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pr jni s 




iewed by Special Agent s^_ 

Although this nan 

relates fils story ciear~Taanner, it appears that 

he has no information of value to offer. 

ixccute* the following signed statement! 

"August 30, 1943 
Springfield, 111. 

nakc the following voluntary statement to| 
oth of v;h».. have identified themselves to be 
bderal Bureau of Investigation* No threats or 
been mde to induce ne to nakc- a statement. 

I became a sently reside at 

Springfield, 111. I first started mining coal in about 
joined ^the U.1J.W, at about that tine. I have never held an office in "any 
union. 

"I woiitec at Kine A and IfLnc B or 4 several different occasions and 
when the -nine went over t o the Progressives in 193 2 I th ink I was working 
for the state. I went back to vnrk with Mine B in and as far as 

I was concerned everything .was going along fine at tn^o tine. The union 

officers left rae alone & I just wont about ny work and bothered nobody. 

I hove nuvor attended any uni-on iacetings — heither U.Lh‘,7. nor the P.M.A. 

"In the spring of 193? I heard some talk to the effect that 
our wage contract was to be renewed, but I do not know anything about any 
wage dispute. I an not a close friend of anyone in the nine and have 

never mixed with any of them as I live on a farm and come right hone from 

-.;ork every day. - 

. n I remember that on the day of the strike, which was in May of 
1937 . I went to work as usual it took up my regular job as a digger in 

I heard that this section caved in and I understand it has never 

[leaned up to this day. I never went back to pick up my tools. I 
know Tony j'lotch, Petcjffcnnten, Fnmk^ustin* but I do not knotf anything 
about Ihc-ir actions at the mine. never heard any of the men talking 
about spies for the U.M.TT. and do not know what caused the strike in 1937* 

I heard men say that thc-y got a raw deal, but I do not know why the man 
went on strike. 

* 

"On the day of the strike Frank Austin was supposed to be ray 

driver and I kept asking him to bring ray powder, but he never did bring ay 
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Re: JOHN L. LETJIS, ET AL 




INTE R? 15-' 7T TH powder that day, I didn't know until we were on our 

way hone that night that the mine was on strike. I 
do not banenbcr ever signing a petition of any kind 
after the 3trike. Due to the fact Prank Austin didn’t 
brin- me r.y powder, I worked all that day but didn't make any money, because 
I didn’t load any coal that day. 



"Between 1937 and 1939 when the nine was shut dorm I went to 
work for the state. I went back to *iino B in the fall of 1939 after I 
got a letter fron Elshoff. I only worked there about nine days when I 
was offered another job with the state so I quit the rains job. I wanted 
to vork for the state as it was a better job and my back was hurting 
me a lot. I an now working at thdjfPar.ther Creek I2.no and am a member of 
the PISA -union. ^ 


"During the entire tine 1 was working at Iline R I n^ver had a 
lit of trouble. I was never thr. vi-n-d by anyonq. As far as I'm concerned 
it doesn't make any difference which union I an a member of as long as 
I have a job. 


"I do not have any information about the strike at the nine, I- 
hovu read over this entire statement of four mages, have initialed the 
first three pages and hereby si'ia this pa gc s . This statement is true 
to the- best of my memory.. 


A/ 




Special Agents, FBI 
U. S. Dept, of Justice " 
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REi JOHN 1. LEWIS, ET XL. 


J ' 

inte rviewed by Spe c 1 b 1 Agents 
and This man is average 

nd appea^no^ana is favorable 

toward the Government • fie indioatod a desire to avoid testifying, if 
possible. It is believed, however, that he would make a good witness to 
"Tv . testify to those matters set out in tho following statement, whioh he 
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executed i 


"August 28, 1945 
Springfield, 111* 


4 

n 

premises have been made to mo to induoc me to make any statement. 

*1 was bo rr.^ ^^;'^, ^ prosontly live 

at ifPMM I Hurwot s' cm ine r durHig the last war and Joined tho 

U. M^vKenl first started mining* I am still working at Mine B* In 
1S32 when tho rest of the men joined tho Progressive union I also went 
over to the PMa and oontinuod working at tho mine* *fhcn the IMA first 
started in Mine B all the non wore satisfied with the Union and every- 
thing went along fine until the Spring of 1957* 

**I never attended many of tho union nestings bo oannot state 
as to all that happonod just bef r. tho etrike* I am a driver in tho 
west section of the mir.o. I knew that a gr^up ~ *ion itooluding JOE JiLBaNESE, 
pASQUht^^-JtTER, AUSTIN und othors mentioned \ "HK3I wr0 Shying 1 -' •- 
to Yrgnnr^ ?or the U .M »Tf*i .1 

"Prior to the time of the striko and after Maroh 51, our union 
told us that wo wore to continue working and tho new oentroct would bo 
rctroaotivo* Bo tween Jipril and tho time of tho striko I hoard the nan 
talking about CARTER, AUSTIN and tho others trying to etir ut» trrublo 
and tolling the mon thoy didn’t havo a contract and asking then w)iy they 
were working. The Hie loaders kept tolling tho non to keep on working 
and that they would see to it that they got what was c rinr to then* 

I do net know of anyone who was threatened during this period and I 
d^n't believe m^st of the non know that CUTTER ?nd the others wore 
working fir the U.M.W* 

*1 do not know any thing ab-^ut what happen od at our uni 




make the following voluntary statement tcH^j 
,th of when have identified thomBolvos to me as 
:s of tho federal Bureau of Investigation* No threats or 



ET JU- 


RE* JOHN L. LSTIS, 


MS' 

bib 


lyTgtVI g? 'TITB an the night of Mt y 11. 1937* . I hi>r.r<5 the noxt day 

that 8 coo of the non hud boon kicked out of the 
' ( o union booauso thoy were roully working for ttoo 

U*M*Y7# Oi tho Doming of tho etriko I ronenbor thut 
the non wore- complaining that the oemprony wanted the nen who had bean 
expelled to go to werk# Tho only non I ronenbor eocing wae WuJTI 
JxlJSTIJLi.. I noticed thet as soon ac the non started working thuT^Jfay they 
all started loading the oars short and it continued tho rest of tho. 
day* About an hour before quitting +ine word was cunt to us to oaae to 
the surface and whon we got cn top v?o wore told that tho nine was cn 
strike# Our uni-on officers told us tv- go hctiO because they didn , t 
want us tc v^rk with tho epics* I oan f t rocall any non t ion being nadc 
of a strike being called due ti o ; over wagOB# 

*1 renoiaber that a short tine after tho strike* J^UI^SCnlJEiD® 
oamo to Dy house with a petition fur do t< sign# This was a .petition 
asking the ocapuny to rocognitc K4 a as bost as'I can recall# ab I * 
recollect the Fl-L*. distributed b&lluts a^ong the non & asked then to oheok 
an the ballot which uni,jn they preferred# 


r during the gunner there was u great nany union meetings and 
these neotlngs were well attend a d by the nen* I renenbor that afto tteo 
it wr-8 arm -<nced that the nine was to open, but only about 12 non flhowod 
uo« I rerroriber that in tho fell tho had piokot lines outeid* 

the nlno and I took part in tho picketing coveral tines* 

"In December of 1557 thero was an NLRB olection In the Arsenal 
and tho Rla won out in tho clootion* 1 roneribor that in the Deoenbor 
elootion tho RU oen not at the union hall and narohod to tho Arsenal 
in snail groups* Thore was no wiolonoo and no strong ana ncthods used 
by either side* 

*1 went book to w.rk at tho r.lnc when it was roopenod on an 
coon 3 hop basis in Eoveabor of 1959* I believe thero was an artlolo in 
the papar that tho nino was to roopon and so I wont to Work* As far a* 

I know thore wna no fire ut the nine between 1937 and Hovonbor of 1939* 
Thore wore a lot of oavo ins at the nino and it was only natural that 
thero wqs a lot of oleaning up to Jo boforo tho non otuld start loading 
ooal. 


"Ifhon the nen wont baok to work in 1939 they naturally weren't 
c^rplotoly satisfiod, but I think t'- y folt tlmt if thoy didn't go m 
the Job tho non would toko their Job* 


• k'lt- 

fcOD 


INT 



B 


i eon 


ued. 


*Frc*n 1959 until 1941 the mine was being operated 
on an open shop basis* I was one of the last to 
sign up with the U.ltt'W* I heard thni there ms 
a lot of fighting on the surface after I would 
go below for my job and .that nary aien were beaten up, but I never saw any 
of it myself# Hobody over roally bothered xao to Join the U*M »TT * but I hoard 
that a lot of the older men wero actually boaton up by tho U*M#TT# non* 2 
didn't sign up until it beoone quite apparent that our wholo loonl was 
going to sign up# is far as my por^cital kmowlodge is ooneomod the 
company was neutral with regard to tho unions • I know that it was the 
general opinion among tho non that tho company favored the dM.sU* non# 

It wag always generally understood that tho U#M#V* non got tho boat 
jobs and wore allowed more privileges but I do not know tho nanos of 
any !*•!■! *Vf# nen who wofc sc favored* 

"I have road over this entire statement of six pages, have 
initialed tho first five pagoe to show thfct I have road each pago x *nd 
hereby sign this last page# I wish to state that this statement is true 
to the best of ny nonary and if oallod upon I would testify to the above* 


Tfl TNESSBSi 


mm- 



l)?pcoinl Agents, FBI 
)U* S« Do at# of Juetioc* 11 
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JOHN L, LEWIS, ET aL 


lol C> 



strongly built individual* He is rather intelligent and understand* well# 
He has good oomnand of the English language, being able to egress himaolf 
quite well* E© is very definite at vt things that he know*, and would 
not be easily confused on cross e marina ti an* He is boliovod to be A 


tion* No premises, threats, or considerations of any kind hfnre boon made 
to me to make this statement* It is true and accurate, and I an willing 


January of 1941. TThon I firsT^tarrt- to Mine "B* I was a member of 
the United Mine TTcrkars because everyone had to be a number of the 
United Mine workers in order to get a job at that mine* It was e. 
olosod shop/" In 1932 the Progressive MSfee Vorkers of hmepipa 
organised and I joined that union* It had a closed shop and 1 wus a 
nenbor of this union until I left Hino B* In 1936 and 1937 I was 
Union 5 toward at this mine, und was ^toward again fran 1959 to 1940* 


boon any trouble at Mine B with the nanagonent* There was sere dissension, 
among tho men in the mine with the IJfcCT about the assessments. otc* but 
there was no real* trouble* Some of tho men who had boon disgusted 
with the UfiTT wore triod by tho Uini n and Elshoff firod them* Elshoff 
and the Union got along pretty woli in those days* 


join, and none of us would go back tc work until the mon Elshoff had 
discharged vera rohirod. \7h<m the PLT.7 of k was organised every employee 
at the mine was in favor of tlTis union. ht least I never hoard anyone 

ji , b ^ 4. + i>yR'r u-. Thrt PifT7 n? >l Vftnf. nrotiiv a! tc 

u i4Qv:i w us- yuuv J WAX! v-nv « r-u i vi »*«■» **i.v * f ^ ^ ~ - — 

the non and stood up for them whenever anything happened* The PJV7 of k 
did this much bettor than tho H(7 had done* Elshoff did not lilco the 
Hf.7 very much because it protected the men so much bettor* I never 


good witness* 
signed statement* 




ment to 
thorn sel^ 



identified 

to Foderal Bureau of Investigo- 


I g*r-k© tho following atate- 



went to work at Mine B in 1922 and worked there until 


n 


Before 1932 when the Rfi7 c? k* was Organitod there had never 


"Then tho BST of k wa® organized, wo all wore anxious to 


JOHN L. LE17IS, ST A L. 


heard him s-y anything about it, but I could tell 
free the way he aoted and the igpressictag on hie f&oe, 

* eto*, that ho did not like the FW7 very well# How- 
ever, I nevver heard hi say anything about the UM7* 
Twioe in 1936, however, I did hr' r r eoar*"£-loetti, the mine superin- 
tendent say that sooner or later ali.\ t tho men. would be book under the 
Ul£7 and once he said that they would be better off ull together in 
the sane union* 3e seemed to want that the nen belong to the DM/ but 
never said anything about it* I did not know nuoh about what was going 
oc amongst Elshcff and Fnlootti, but these remarks were made in my 
presence* That was befc.ro the striko in 1937* 

"In 1936 there were seme men who had been causing trouble 
in the mine and had been tried by the Un? on, but Elshoff and Faleotti 
would not fire them* I was not at the trials, and did not hear Elshoff 
or Falsetti ® a y anything about it* 

”1 went to the Union mootings rogularly* They wore held twioe 
u month* The minors were very loyal to the Onion during all the time 
that the P MV.' wore working ut the nine* Somo+ines there would be* over 400 
men at the union meetings* Sometimes thero would bo only 200 or so, 
depending on the weather oto* TVhonover there was a speoial mooting 
of the Union, almost alT of them oame, Spooial mootings wore announoed 
by plaoing a notioc on the bulletin board at the mino* 

’’Tony FTotoh, Charles Bohannon, and Frank Austin and seno 
of tho other non- worO" trying' to ft^-tfso ^troulblo at tfte rnlncT* I did not 
hoar any of them ask anyone to join tho 1M7 but I did hoar those throe 
guy to other men that the Hf.f oontr-.ot vtos not a retroaotivo oontraot, 
and some other things that wore- not true ubout tho Rf.T oontraot fuxd 
offioials* I also saw Tony Plotoh handling a petition at the mine in 
1936* I did not see that petition* 

°Fj(oept for those men, + h. t I have named and also Joo ^lbariQA^# 
■undrew 3o}ircvoviou6, I>oninoo_Pa§<iunlo, PoterffCarter, Cotton ananias, 

John "Sirtout, ifcory Jaouwuy, who wore always o explaining about the 
wf-s t&e pjf.7 was being run I did not hoar uny of tho mon working there 
ocm plain about the Union* They wore ull satisifed with the arra ngr i ent s 
for wages, oto* 

H The <jay before the strike, or oleso to tho strike, Fr.loettl 
g.- yellow paper that ofuse out of tho company 

office, ..na a snod "fat^read it to the non^ There wore copies of it 
for tho men, but none of us took it*. IX^Bart^i^o^rotai it, an d It _ — ■ 

said something about the tomoorary oontraot with the mino not having 
a retroaotivo clause in it* ’To did not pay any attention because vc know 
that it id have* 
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continue 


INTBrng / WITH *A couple of a-ys oefore the strike was Bailed,' 

the day before there a special meeting of the 
Union# It was held in the day tine beocuae that was 
not a work day# At that meeting almost all of the 
men at the nine ■were present# There were more than 400 preseoat# I was 
there# At that meeting, we decided that we would not go back to work 
until Elshoff and Fnloetti had fired the men who hod been tried by the 
union und exp lei led # The next day none of us went down In the mine nt 
oil* We demanded to Fnloetti that these men be discharged# I heard 
Fnloetti refuse# He gave as one exouse that the men could belong ato 
any union that they wanted to* I do not know whoj day it was thfit 
light oars were caning to the surface* I believe that it was the day 
before the strike. I do not know what reason there was for the light 
oars# I do not roa 11 that there was any discussion about wages at the 
time of tho strike# The refusal wu* to work with the 12 men who had boen 
tried and expelled by the union in 1956* The day of the strike we 
stayed around and did not work# About the next week, we went out in 
thfc morning and watched to sec if anyono came to work# About 300 of 
U6 were there at tho roud on thoec mornings just wothohlng # There was 
no picket line# Some of the men come to work, and a few went in, but 
not very many. "Ye kept this up just a week or so, staying there only 
about an hour in tho morning# 


"Several times during tho sooner of 1937 after tho strike, I 
wont with the occmittee to the mine in order to try to get things fixed 
up to go book to work* Fnloetti always refused to firo the men because 
of the n'c.gner Aot*. He said that that Act gave then tho right to belong 
to any union that they say fit# 

"In September when they started to open the mine again, wc c.11 
went out to the mino to see who would show up* Tho first day the 12 
men who had been expellod freo the RffT union o*me# Ue did not stop 
thorn* The next day, about 300 of us showed up and told Fnloetti that 
if those 12 wont down in the mine that we were going* Vo lined up in 
front of the pit to go down* Nona of us ejected to go down but we were 
ready# The 12 men did not go into the pit, and wo deoidod to stay right 
there on tho property to see that the oc*r.pany would not put anything 
over on us# Elshoff would not deal with tho Flffi7 toad we were beginning 
to think that ho was favoring the IM7# Ho did not sign any oontraat with 
anybody# V.'e stayed on the property until tho injunction# l^hon the Mar- 
shall ourne with the injunction we left the property without any trouble# 
its far as 1 know Elshoff did not try to opon the mine after the inj unction# 
He would have announood it in the paper, and blown tho whistle, but I 
never heard that ho had tried# 


"In May of 1937, ad few days nftor tho strike started tho R£7 
had a petition# Falootti hatT told us that he had a petition of over 300 
signatures of tho uxm at tho mine who wanted to go for Uit»# I lied hoard 
that suoh o petition fr-d boon passed, but most of tho follows claimed that 
it was a fraud# To show fnloetti how wo folt, w® all lined up and went 
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into Falootti 1 * office , and signed the peitian 
right there on hie desk* Faloetti etood there and 
iratohed us for a while, until he got tired of it* 
and walked out, I do not know of any other 


•'During the time from December 1957 when the injunction cfiwa 
and we left the Mine B property until the Hine opened in 1950 I was 
unemployed for over a year, and oould not find a job anywhere* I finally- 
got a job at one of the Panther^C r g^M^ines , but I could not get a good 
place and did not ioeke enough money to live on* }iy mother was sick at 
that time, we had a big doctor bill, and a large grooery bill* The only 
way that ve could settle up \»s to sell our hone, which ve did* 



"During the tinie of the strike I went out to the nine many 
times with the committee in order to try und get things straightened 
out und go buck to work* Falcetti ignored us most of the time that we 
went there* He would talk with us* but would shako his head ^rtienevor 
we mentioned tho 12 men and would then change the subject* I do not 
roall that there wls any agreement with the Union us to opening the 
rrXn ” again in 1939* That was the first time he tried « 


"I went back to Mine 3 a week or so after the mine reopened* 
There hn'd boon a small cave in and I could not get to my roam* b£t®r it 
was cleaned up I went back to my suno working place in the mine* Most 
of the men w^nt buck to the sasao roctifl* I v* * mine steward and heard 
the complaints -s they oune up* ±*1 though I did not have uny trouble, I 
knew th-'t the R£f men ware given poorer roams etc, when ther e roans 
pet-red out th-n the Uil : men. Dirt was being daeped on the oars of the 
Ki.V men, their tools w^re being stolon, and they ware beaten* Many times 
I was with the oomnittee when they complained to Falcetti and Elshoff 
about the conditions, and they refused to do anything about it* They 
easily could ht.vo done something* He would say that he did not know 
what he could do about it, and would say that ho would send one of 
the bosses to check on it, but nano ever did* X was in Falcotti's office 
almost every morning* The same thing happened every day* I never 
heard either Falcetti or Elshcff ar.y anything about changing Unions 
etc* Many tir.es v/hen we went to the office, tho WCT ocraaittoo would 
already bo there, and when we oQao in, they would quit talking* I do 
not know if tho vras taking o-ro of their complaints or not* 


"I do know, however, tnat after somebody joined tho UMW thkt 
dirt was not found in thoir coal, that their tools wore not beinf, itoleei 
rny more, and they wore soon taken out of their room, and put into a 
good roam* Th-it was common knowledge about tho mine* 

"tThen tho rrino reopenod, thoro was no evidence of any big 
oavc in or fire th>t X saw* v /hcn I first wont into the mino, about 
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*tThen the mine reopened 

'&*’’*+» Air Chao ker* '*7 saw him mapy times in the _ _ ^ . 

^'f-';-' going around talking with the awn acd trying to getthea to^ohaige &•* 

*0[." the UJW* 'Te never b ad an 
i.^i; worked there vsafcil^ 

Uj^' * do in that position* 


*ln January 1941 t 
bad just ocme to the nine three tan 



tiia some of ^ olSkOf neft 
t bw up* S<me of the Deputy " 


\m-' 


Sheriffs a toped the fighting but did not do anything abo^t it# ; X 

several fTgHtfl^there, and saw old non beaten and out tip* I £a# gap* oif 

- - - - - -- -- -- - 1 : jg \r vv 


get hit* In January 1941 I was framed in the theft of ecaO ooal pays ajjd ' ^ 

was discharged* I threatened to tab# the matter to ovAirb and make . 

P^y for all the lost time I bad. k oouple days later they of^red to /e&stel* ■ ' * 
no, but I hod seen enough at tbe nine, the beatings op the old mOn, and alt 
the trouble, and the times that they had started to tot# to 1 )ge V 'g 

elded that I would not be able to go btok&hd work there' under wod^^«ittdi€ii^^ ; ;^^ 
end eo 1 did not return* J did vote 1 a the KIR3 eleotlon which was beX#:.’ 



oittittee # men wo 


itor ‘ 

} knew as good standing PWT men 6&me to the offioo And asked: ^.v.^ 
or work* Svary time Paloettl would tell th^» that they )wrd not^irihg - 
’ lint day. A. day "or so later, pose men ^bat none of us know would oqao 

- . . - ^ , «ta_ * * la w at n. * i 1 t : £- ^ M -_^. LJL* 



’ " ft »k for employment, and foloettl would hire them# lie. would fis£ t^ep 
.-r^ - ' tbico they belonged to* and they would almost always >ay, that they did 
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Ho threat# or jproalae# hare Wea J^&e jfco he .^*c^3L^th^# 

^‘looatihaed. 

■ uni ii in hiiwiii — -'■■■ - ^* - . - *- — =o: 


*X jol»e$ the Ubited ltin,e, Worker# in M» f jw ffi er pelt :<yii3jHMMj 
offloe la any uaienV X" itfcrtci %>* worjc nt jJtfce 8 *n ' ' 2B 
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"v;';'v ’^frqi the tlae ‘glihott p^rohiiod Min e B until 195$ the jreja^ ’> r\-? \ „ ^.-. 
tioai'bctween EWboff and the tf Were to'ISTpoet of ijy Ic^wlodge 
•atUfeetory, *ad thing* roa *&a|; ^oothl/i la 19$? the jaliiefi son.erttll^ '4^|j 
were act p leased with, the ejjreanva^ w hl«h X*vla fa4. eigaod with |jp||? 

operator* I 3 whl*h ho tgr oed to *'**4 yoe* pay rite for the *iher«. 
minora Jsad a vote &kq»£ themaolve# aid Jptod hot to aooept thj Lewlt 

TVnrii + >1 rt tsrif oift of ’fcHei sivo ¥ino TToricerfl of ifcne *£<£■&>¥ .‘ 
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L^«f % 

esiabllsh&tf&¥ d? Its olosed *&b 
r . : * # things fer«tV *»<**«£ at Kino > 

if between Slshoff and t£* Ublcii doomed t*T 
&nd there Wore no strides to the blsi of ay knowledge * 

lean Oft oooa»ic©al Work stoppage efc^Varlbu^ e^Art tljse» # ^«t ^tjdj 
I'ajcOnmar strtki «i Iwhi ihf ^ijov w»i «frpr ojoso4 ^^5 w tae 

meat nod X nWer beard of Orgr attempts ‘by ^staffer Jhloeti ** 

the P.HfA* loaders In any w&y« To the be* 1 ! jpr Wjfoc^odro' 

Elshoff hor Paloetti over awJb feny expr«i9l V ^ K 
nor did they” ever try to geb_any of the peptorewr® .to t^o 

^ - ■ \. ; * " - '." *. = • • .. £ r./o . *'• f \r< I :r^\- v?^ ^ 'V. [■«&? 

*Ju»t prior to Ifey 1957 T r^ ember ring sdrei 


in the wash house at Ifiq s B /be ing t^P^d to hjfr fani: 



f.mMm® 


Tony Flotoh who wore trying to jet the mj i to join the 

. " v / . IT-^ » ; ’*■.*• Y- •• V" *•■£* *- .: V * J±- 

• v- fl The majority of the members of PMfK* were satisfied with tf 

way things were going end had no fault to find with the vey the, tMiiqk'. 
mi being run* In the few union (P,MJi.) fcootings th&t t attend ed* 
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member had the the right to the floor at any time to sc.y anything tha; 
he wished* Eowover, I don’t know too muoh about this .booatis^ i wasjbof .. 
too interested In union affairs and did not attend all the P»llJi#' atotw 
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• *t don't know cnvtfiin* abo_’i the bomflhrs f^Oa 19S3 to id5T » Cng 


v.?; 



1 don’t Mow tho attitude Of the union or the itfeabors tewurd .tltas 

?ause I was not too Intoroatod in union Offairs • 2 do remoiaber t|jBt 

ero ng apooial assaasnonts ro guested of the. jnomber s by P.M«A#^ and J 1da<i*f "'■* 
that there were no kiok-b&oks to the P .M A* offioials* fr«| 195? spGt^ 

1957 the u.M.T?* did not sot up a piaket liA« ,or distribute try Icpw flf ••«'* f fe|^a^ g? aa 
litorature, to the best of ny >nowiedge» 2 do not know if , 
organisers in Mine B 4 but I do know th^t I l^rdt the following 
to groups of miners at different ‘ 


•ent tines, trying to get the minor o td 

tho ^JUWu, Domlnl o Ites ourIo . ^nh-A^tihl Tcaay Plotoh, , ..^ 

and dhaaiu^ile* ^f£ose~men were P,H^« n.^era^^u^T^ they were bo lay 
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. election 

Springfield for the purpose of 3e£e 
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“ - , wmim W * r ^ ^ '”.V Z 

sfcid$l valctt irouw ytevd the 
^talked ankhoyfc 

I went to the eleoticn of jn^WHtfcookd * , t *ti®4 fe* ?^ *•*•:•; 

oauie I thought tf*t w* the T*®*^®*# *j» 
at June a* * , . • . ■ v* ••■/".*••• -y. •*?!>-' -rj** 


to represent the miner* at fiB* B« 

* w -owrih 


'la the fall of 193? 


~. -yt&& 

mmmm <*» &%)# &¥&•« ^ ^ r ..~ . r , 

the nine ya« going to ^ reopened, and that $he ?t*A« ¥4 .4**&*4 
if the tf.M.W. raon were allowed to vo|4^. the *a>^d piokak 

X do Hot Vn<jw vtet th& 

picketing nor when it started* When ^SHtold'®* that ha w&i g?ln|_ 
the picket line, 1 decided to go vithMa an? psrtiolpdts in tfc* pi 

led ' ‘ * * ' ‘ “ 


Lag* to the test of tsy knowledge the pidk®\ 1^5 - s-v 

aeihere of local l$4 of P^A. The 3MM-* dl| not Weatettus &.tfrW$S 8 USIB 

?•■'■*.“ " ‘ c_ >kn nl 1 MAVnt 1 friia ‘BQ.it to T : 
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•r^.- ■■. way to keep us free working* The 4 jrpo*e of the picket l^rj£ WnJ jj$> - 

■■■'-'. Xv the »on fr<* working, and notjo keep the ?.MJL toon t£f* 

%m&A ■■?■: ^ y^t: 

C *A o6tq?l^ of day» >oforp f lof% }0A> B oo Ha/ ^ JLWf * X 
00 11 il^t 1 »ignod «: potltioa. gly^i t-» ao V * 4 <m, | 

V call wtot the petition wo* 'fcTf ’. 

‘ to tho operator* %o discharge sfane VJh.ers, * y(t J tojmot svhat to 
1 did not siga any other petition aftqf tha^tlhoa- ; ^ 
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VHHBnMHESBKfiflB nakv^fri 

-Sr'** ■ y&f'&f- 

WAS JtoflQ in 
(jreejt j j^n a. ; 

W . W^4rw^©?«J h’ J-eiT yell 



v .*%■:* •- , *?;- *? f Mmmm 

• : -.* -vi. • » ii. ti*LJKS< iK./^Sii ii ••;>#«:*s® 


• — nr ' - — i s I paVfl t he fojiowiri s^leaent te^rr-v, 

JljgSR &*« identified tJstfn*.^* _ 

selves to jJ m m Special Agents og pne Federal Barejfc of 
31b promises* threats pr consideration of 4ay kind. nAs foadb ,$| 
to make this statement, % *a willing 4f J^c^.ss^cy, f$ Appody lift 
and repeat any part of jfoia ehtfre^W 
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i ' v : ^*l was ^ployed st y&*JLfc°* *&*«# ?t feufr yea^ tefe** 

1932 until 12* 1937 f 1 was employed there at the ti ? that thrf 

XaSsttoA I 

....x*»‘r?i,' 3 ; mender or that Onion. After the Frogress^w Sine ^ricerCwefe / 
v-^/v v. ;". organised* I was satisfied with them fa eve^ did riot 

to change JMo/vt, At the t4» «f strike t *4? Sftfsfie<| 
did not want to change, jt was wording at the ilrrtf at J the tjtod 
imviti i? /.,: ._ strike, t Was opt at the jpeetir% held th« nlrfif tefhre the jjtrfW* 

' W vpa ust/ p* vxih qvrina j. ww yewnr | ^yd>uii| fM* **&**" 


op thing at all about a p trike. When t tajn® up J saw that T thW/had f^ j 
..feen ^uite a few enali care .’ -■*- ^,' w^gi surprised yto ffhC^^g^ 

.’ ',; X- that d strike 3^d heojti called. % 'do 

* strike Was called for. but 1 thiak it Wag dver fact that., 
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(continued) 



*1 did not sign aU:; 
petition in the Sumer of 1937. 


petition or ajjy other 


"I do not knen of the formation of a m/u u H *2 local 74&9 July 29 j 

1937. 


"I attended some ? H i a .c tinge in the Sumer of 1937, but I do not 
r.nber '.hat took place. I vias not threat. nod at these mootings. So far as 
I knor there was no violence in the surijor of 1937. 


"Sometime in September, 1937 I nr.s informed that P H i had a picket 
line at 3iiinc "B n . I wont to Mine "B* as a picket about four da;-s aft*..r the 
picketing 'started, as I thought I would enjoy acting as a picket. I ranted 
to act as a picket and no one thrc-tuDcd sc if I did not act as a picket. 
There was no forc~ or violence when I was a picket. I became sick after 
about a month and a half of picketing and return home, ■•bile at home I heard 
an injunction had been obtained to prevent picketing of Mine n B". I am un- 
abl j to nuke a state sent as to the attitude nemb ts of F 2* h took toward 
tk? injunction as I took no intorejt in it. No pickets were brought in, all 
pickets rare local. 


"I did not know of an attempt to open liine Dec. 13, 1937. 


• "I voted at the B L 3 S election Doc. 15, 1937 for P H A. The election 
was fair and no threats were made to anyone. So far as I know the miners of 
Mine "B" went to vote voluntarily end no one was carried to vote by F ll ... 

"I did not know of an attempt to open Mine "B* on Jan. 4, 1938. 

n I was eiapla; ed by Soal Mine in the first part of 

193S as a miner and I d id not taka any interest in Mine "B w after I was 
employed at the^MB Hine, therefore, I an unable to furnish any inf or- 
ation. subs .quentt^thu first part 1*38 concerning fiine "B*. ' 

"I received notice to report for work at Mine n B” in Nov. 1939, but 
I did not report for work as I was employed,, nor did I take ary interest 
in the opening of the roine. 

"I have had the proceeding five pages rend to ne and the statement 
is true an I correct to t HIT best of my knowledge." 
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